Prairieview School

Est. 2002

103 E. Belvidere Rd., Hainesville, IL 60030 - Phone (847) 543-4230 - Fax (847) 543-4125
Vince Murray, Principal

October 20, 2018
Dear Parents and/or Guardians,
The month of October is action packed, and the next couple of weeks are no exception. Wednesday night we
celebrated our annual Family Reading Night here at the school. Thank you to all of the families that joined
us for our event. During the week of October 22nd – October 26th we will be celebrating Red Ribbon Week.
We have daily activities focused on promoting a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. On Wednesday, October 31st,
we are going to host our first holiday celebration. Please keep in mind these important reminders for our
Halloween celebration:
•

All school parties are food free celebrations. Please do not send food in with your son or daughter.

•

Students can wear costumes to school on Wednesday, October 31st. Remember that there are a
limited number of adults available to help assist students with their costumes. Costumes worn to
school should be comfortable and conducive to learning. When helping your child choose a costume,
please remember weapons and other suggestions of overt violence are not allowed. Please keep in
mind some families are deeply offended by the representation of witches, ghosts, vampires, devils,
werewolves, and goblins.

•

A costume parade will be held for students and teachers in grades K-4 from 12:40 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
We hope you can join us to observe the parade! The parade route is scheduled to take place through
the main hallways and outside in front of the school, weather permitting. Parents are welcome to
observe the parade by standing along the perimeter of the hallways or outside in front of the building.
All parents who want to enter our building to attend a holiday celebration or watch the parade will be
required to have their IDs scanned at the main office. Parents who choose to watch the parade
outside can do so without checking in. Please let your child’s teacher know if you are planning to
come into the building. If we have previously scanned your ID, we will pre-print a badge for you.

•

Our afternoon classroom parties will be from approximately 1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.

•

In order to prepare for dismissal, we ask that party volunteers leave the bus parking lot by 1:45 p.m.

If your child is unable to participate in these celebration activities, please contact the Prairieview School
office or send a letter in to your child’s teacher. We are happy to plan other activities in which your child
can participate. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached at 543-4230 or via email
at murray.vince@d46.org. For specific questions regarding classroom parties, please contact your child’s
teacher.
Sincerely,
Vince Murray
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20 de octubre de 2018
Estimados Padres y/o Guardianes,
El mes de octubre tiene muchas actividades. Ayer celebramos nuestra Noche de Lectura anual. Gracias a todas las
familias que participaron en este evento. El 22 – 26 de octubre celebraremos la semana de cinta roja. Haremos
actividades para promover viviendo saludable sin tomar drogas. El miercoles, 31 de octubre celebraremos
Halloween. Favor de tomar en cuento lo siguiente para nuestra celebración:
•

Todas las fiestas en la escuela serán sin comida. Favor de no mandar dulces/comida con su hijo/a.

•

Los estudiantes pueden poner disfraces en la escuela el miercoles, 31 de octubre. Recuerden que hay
pocos adultos que pueden asistir a los estudiantes a poner su disfraz. Los niños que querrán poner su
disfraz todo el día deben de tener uno que sea confortable y propicio para el aprendizaje. Cuando
ayudando a su hijo/a escoger un disfraz, recuerden que armas y otros sugerencias de violencia no están
permitidos. Favor de recordar que hay familias que están profundamente ofendidas por la representación
de brujas, fantasmas, vampiros, demonios, hombres lobo y duendes.

•

Habrá un desfile de disfraces para los niños y maestras de grados kinder a cuarto grado de 12:40 P.M. –
1:00 P.M. Esperamos que ustedes podrán venir a observar el desfile! La ruta del desfile se tomará en los
pasillos principales y afuera de la escuela si la clima se permite. Los padres están invitados a observar
el desfile parándose al lado de los paredes o afuera en el frente de la escuela. Todos los padres que
querrán entrar en nuestro edificio para asistir con la fiesta o para ver el desfile, necesitarán tener su
identificación para enseñar a la oficina. Los padres que gustarán ver el desfile afuera lo pueden hacer sin
chequear adentro. Favor de avisar a su maestra si saben que querrán entrar al edificio. Si hemos ya visto
su identificación, se podrá imprimir una etiqueta que estará listo para ustedes.

•

Las fiestas de los salones serán aproximadamente desde las 1:00 P.M. a 1:45 P.M.

•

Para preparar para la despedida de los niños, pedimos que los voluntarios se vayan del estacionamiento a
las 1:45.

Si su hijo no puede participar en estas actividades, favor de avisar a la oficina o mandar una nota a su maestra.
Estaremos felices de planear otras actividades en que su hijo/o podrá participar. Como siempre, si tienen
preguntas me podrán llamar al 543-4230 o mandar un email al murray.vince@d46.org.
Sinceramente,
Vince Murray

PV PTO Updates
The PTO would like to thank everyone who
volunteered and shopped at our book fair this week.
Because of your hard work and support it was a huge
success.
The PTO would also like to thank all of the families
that have participated in our Yankee Candle and Box
Top fundraisers. Because of your support and
participation, we are able to continue to support the
school and provide unique learning experiences for our
children in a variety of ways.

October Highlights:
• PTO Email Listserv – Want to be added to our
PTO email list? Email
reneefrancisco1@gmail.com
• Discovery Day – We are looking for people to
join our Discovery Day Planning Committee.
Email andreayoung79@yahoo.com to inquire.
• Next Open PTO Meeting – Monday, November
5th, 7:00 PM Library Media Center
.

PTO Board Members
PTO President: Andrea Young
andreayoung79@yahoo.com or 224-330-0943
Vice President: Allison Tarpey
allie7530@yahoo.com or 773-640-2662
Treasurer: Renee Bauschke
reneefrancisco1@gmail.com or 312-502-0177
Ways and Means: Mindy Smeaton
mindyb033@gmail.com or 847-651-6524
Secretary: Lorena Martinez
purplebutterfly715@gmail.com or 847-7859786

Upcoming Events
10/22 - Picture Retake Day
11/5 - PTO Open Meeting
11/14 - Encore Night
11/19 & 11/20 - Parent/Teacher
Conferences

Help Wanted!!
The PTO has many opportunities to get involved. If you feel like you want to get
more involved but can’t always be available during the day, don’t worry we can
think of something. ☺ Please contact any of the PTO Board members to learn
how to get more involved. We are happy to answer any questions you may have.

Please join us for Encore Night
November 14 from 6:00 -7:45
Doors open at 5:45

You will visit each of our Encore Teachers and see what your
students are learning in Art, Music, P.E. and Technology classes.

October 22nd- 26th
Monday Oct. 22nd: Red Day

Red Ribbon
Week is a time to
celebrate,
encourage &
support a healthy
lifestyle! We
encourage
students to
participate in our
Spirit Week!

We are proud to be healthy & drug free! Kickoff our spirit week by wearing red!

Tuesday Oct. 23rd: Pajama Day
Follow Your Dreams~ Stay Healthy & Drug
Free!

Wednesday Oct. 24th: Sports Day
We Can Team-up and follow a healthy lifestyle

Thursday Oct. 25th: Hat Day
Hats off to being Healthy!

Friday Oct. 26th: PV Pride Day
Our school chooses to be Healthy & Drug-free!

22- 26 de octubre
¡La semana de
cinta roja es un
tiempo de
celebrar y
apoyar la vida
saludable!
Animamos a los
estudiantes a
participar!

Lunes 22 de octubre: Día Rojo
¡Estamos orgullosos de ser saludable y estar libre
de drogas! Vístanse de rojo para empezar la
semana!

Martes 23 de octubre: Día de Pijamas
¡Sigue tus sueños! ¡Sean saludables y sin drogas!

Miercoles 24 de octubre: Día de Deportes
¡Juntos podemos ser un equipo contra las drogas!

Jueves 25 de octubre: Día de
Gorras/Sombreros

¡Sacamos nuestros sombreros de no tomar drogas!

Viernes 26 de octubre: Día de ser Orgullosos de PV
¡Nuestra escuela decide ser saludables y no tomamos drogas!

SOCKTOBER!

The Prairieview Student Council is collecting new (in packaged) socks for the
homeless. These socks will be donated to PADS of Lake County, a homeless shelter in
Waukegan.

Last year Prairieview collected and donated 817 pairs of brand new socks.
Let’s “beat the socks off” of last year’s total!
When: Monday, October 15 - Friday, October 19
Where: Drop off in the box in your classroom
Prairieview’s Goal: 818 pairs of brand new socks!

ENCORE NIGHT is November 14 from 6:00 - 7:45. We hope you can join
us to see the kinds of things your children do in our classrooms.
Families will rotate to each encore class for activities. Come
prepared to participate and have fun with your students.
******************************************************************
Media Center Connection
Kirsten Innes, Information Specialist
Cheryl. Brzezinski, Media Assistant

We have a new face in our Media Center this year! Mrs. Brzezinski has joined us as the new Media
Assistant and will be working with your children in the library each week.
Our kindergarten, first and second graders continue to learn their
way around the fiction and nonfiction shelves and how to select
just right books. Our third and fourth grade students are learning
how to use Destiny, our library catalog, to help them find books
that they would like to read. Did you know that you can access this
catalog from home? It is located under that Parents and Students
Tab on our D46 website, just choose Prairieview and you can
search our online catalog to find a just right book located in our PV library at any time.
Here is a direct link to Destiny: https://d46.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas39_1255105
then choose Prairieview. We have a great library collection and are always adding new books. We would
like to thank the many Prairieview families who have donated their unwanted books to our library! Thank
you also to our PTO, we are able to add some books to our library from the book fair as well.We love
donations!! Please remember to have your child return his/her library books each week! Students will not
be able to check out new books until they return their books from the previous week. Classes have the
opportunity to earn R.O.B.O.T. awards for their classroom. The class with the most R.O.B.O.T. awards at the
end of the year will earn a surprise!
All students are currently learning about the importance of staying safe on the Internet during our
Computer Lab times. We use the Internet, software on the computers, chromebooks, as well as different
apps to enhance our learning. It is so important that we all learn how to be good Digital Citizens, not to
share our personal information, and what to do if something makes us feel uncomfortable.
Ask your students to share what they have learned.
Up Next: computer programming and coding!! Computer science plays such an important
role in our everyday lives today and in our students’ future. We
work with different websites, participate in the Hour of Code and
then bring that coding to life by programming or Prairieview
family of robots.
We are very lucky to have received grants from the D46 Foundation that have
funded several different kinds of programmable items for our students to use. LittleBits, Makey Makey,
Lego Robotics, Dash and Dot Robots, Code and Go Mice, Bee Bots and Ozobots are some of the hands-on
materials that our our students get to use at different grades. Thank you, Foundation 46!! We will share
more information and pictures of our coding in our next newsletter.
Look for information about our Family Night of Code coming this winter! We hope you can join us!

A Note from the Music Room
Rebecca Gundlach

KINDERGARTNERS have been learning to use their singing voices. They have also been learning about the
words high and low. They’ve shown what they know through games, movement and the playing of
instruments. One of our favorite stories is Mortimer by Robert Munsch. In future weeks they will learn
about fast/slow, loud/soft and long/short. Ask about “Let us Chase the Squirrel,” “Bee Bee” and “I’m a Nut.”
FIRST GRADERS have been reviewing things that they learned in Kindergarten including singing voices,
high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft and long/short. They have played xylophones, glockenspiels and chosen all
sorts of wonderful percussion instruments from Mrs. Gundlach’s instrument cabinet! They will compose
some of their own music in future weeks.
SECOND GRADERS have learned the big kid names for eighth, quarter, half, dotted half and whole
notes/rests. They are learning to identify and use these notes in song accompaniments, improvisation and
composition. Most can tell the difference between the beat and the rhythm in music. They are able to
switch from one to the other in the middle of the song. Students will begin to do two or more different
rhythms at the same time and will work on their improvisation skills. Classes will also sing two or more
parts together and will begin to explore major and minor harmonies.
THIRD GRADERS have learned to play a more complicated accompaniment part on the barred instruments.
They can do this accompaniment pattern by themselves while the rest of the class sings. They have used
the rondo pattern (A B A C A) to create longer pieces. Ask about “Ding Dong Diggi Diggi Dong” and
“Chicken in the Fencepost.” They have also signed into the Prairieview Music Google Classroom and will do
several activities through this site in future weeks and months.. Third graders will start working with
recorders after Winter Break. Look for a letter soon about sending in money to purchase a recorder.
FOURTH GRADERS began the year with a conga drum activity using two different sounds: bass and open
tones. They added other instrument parts on guiros, cabasas, maracas, cowbells and claves.. Each student
was able to improvise on a couple of instruments. We made a longer piece that was in rondo form (A B
A C A.) We have begun to work with recorders again. This year students will learn more notes in
addition to the three notes that they learned in 3rd grade.. Students will work on improvising original
parts throughout the year on recorder. They will be exploring some jazz pieces and will be getting started
with the Prairieview Music Google Classroom soon.
MRS GUNDLACH’S MUSIC CLASS WEBSITE has connections to many websites and apps that can be used
at home for additional music activities and experiences. There are different opportunities for musical
practice, composition and topics for research. Check it out at
https://sites.google.com/d46.org/prairieviewmusic
COMPOSER CORNER is back this year! It is something that 3rd and 4th graders can do.. There are clues
about a composer outside Mrs. Gundlach’s door. Students have several weeks to figure it out. If they do,
they can put the composer’s name, their name and the name on a piece of paper and turn it into the
special yellow Composer Corner box. The composer’s music is playing in the hallway during the contest.
Last year’s composers were John Williams, B.B. King, Peter Tchaikowsky and Gloria Estafan. Students are
working on the clues for the next Composer Corner right now.

Prairieview Physical Education
Kurt Krupa
Anthony Lazarus

We’ve had a lot of fun in Physical Education this year! As educators we firmly believe in the
research that finds that sustained physical activity leads to the creation of new brain cells. So we believe
our job in the gym is to create as many brain cells as we can everyday. The students have learned lots of
new games that help us keep our bodies healthy and our minds active. Some of our other games taught
us about our classroom procedures, rules, and expectations. These expectations stay consistent throughout
the year and help keep the class safe and active..
All of our classes have been following a similar schedule of activities, but we vary the activities
based on class size, age, and ability. We firmly believe that students are capable of so much and we want
to give them every opportunity to explore their abilities and talents in a safe and structured environment.
Our first major sports unit for grades 3 and 4 has been football.. Within this unit the students
have been playing chasing and fleeing games using “flags” that other try to pull., working on throwing, and
practicing catching. We have also played many different mini-games or lead-up games in order to
maximize student movement and engagement.
Our kindergarten through 2nd graders have been practising a lot of throwing and catching games
and activities along with many different types of chasing and fleeing games.. While the activities are
different from our 3rd and 4th graders, they are similar in the fact that they practice the sames skills. As
teachers this year, one of our favorite experiences has been how our younger classes have been doing such
an amazing job treating each other with respect, being great listeners, and problem solving individually as
well as in small groups. All of our students have done an amazing jobs of exercising their bodies and
minds.

What’s to come:
This year we will take part in the Jump Rope for Heart program. In class we take time to jump
rope and learn about how we can keep our Heart healthy. There are so many ways we can keep our heart
healthy and we will have fun sharing those with the students here at school, but being healthy can’t stop
when the students leave school. A few ways to keep your heart healthy: Eat
Eat Smart
Smart, Add
Add Color
Color, Move
Move More
and Be
Be Well.
We will also be fitness testing throughout the year with our 3rd and 4th grade students and we
practice a lot of those tests with second grade. We will be testing a second time in the spring so the
students can set goals and see their progress from early on in the year to the end of the year. We
encourage students to explore activities outside of school that promote their muscular strength, muscular
endurance, cardiovascular endurance, and flexibility.

Eat Smart

When choosing what to eat think about the nutritional value of each item. Will this keep me satisfied and
full for a while or will I be hungry again soon? Will this give me sustained energy or just a quick boost?

Eat a Colorful Plate

What foods have the most color? Are those foods naturally colorful or artificially colored? The best way
to get all of the vitamins, minerals and nutrients you need is to eat a variety of colorful fruits and
vegetables. Add color to your plate each day with the five main color groups: Red
Red & Pink
Pink, Blue
Blue & Purple
Purple,

Yellow & Orange
Orange, Green
Green, White
White and Brown
Brown.

Keep Moving!

A good starting goal is to try and get 60 minutes of movement a day, but if you are not sure you can
work that into your schedule, just make it a point to move more! Find ways to exercise that you like and
enjoy. Finding activities you enjoy will help you stick with it and keep doing it. This will also help you make
more opportunities for you to work activity into your daily routine.

Stay Healthy
Stay
Healthy

Wellness isn’t just being active and eating healthy. Wellness also includes getting enough sleep, practicing
mindfulness, managing stress, staying fit, connecting with others socially and emotionally and listening to
your body.

---

ART ROOM news  --Brooke Rowley

The art room has been busy! Students have been creating art using
the elements of line,
ine, color, shape, and texture
texture. Oil pastels, tempera paints,
watercolors, crayons, and markers have all been used in our first two months!
Your students have not only been creating but also observing famous
works of art. Kandinsky,
Kandinsky, Cezanne, and O’Keeffe
O’Keeffe, have all made
“appearances” in the art room.

--------------------Ask your….
Kindergartener- What are the three primary colors?
1st grader - Can you name a warm color?
2nd grader - Can you name three cool colors?
3rd grader - What is a line of symmetry?
4th grader - What does abstract mean in art?

---------------------

What’s to come?  Clay, spring art showcase, more famous artists, and lots of
fun! Don’t forget to join us for Encore Night on November 14th!

